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July 18, 1994

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
COMET COLLIDES WITH JUPITER
CHARLESTON, IL--Local stargazers who want to try to see the effects of a
collision between a comet and Jupiter will have their chance at a public viewing
from 9 to 10 p.m. Tuesday in Parking Lot J along Grant Avenue north of Eastern
Illinois University's football stadium. If skies are cloudy on Tuesday, the observation will take place at the same time and location Wednesday.
John Gardner, professor of physics at Eastern, is organizing the special
event. Gardner said up to five telescopes will be set up in the parking lot for
interested skywatchers of all ages. Physics faculty and students will be on hand to
provide assistance and information on what scientists consider to be a "once-in-amillennium" event, said Gardner.
"The collision of Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 and Jupiter will give scientists
the chance to test their theories about the planet's internal structure," Gardner
said.
The first comet fragment struck Jupiter on Saturday and more activity is
expected this week.
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"On Tuesday night we're going to watch Jupiter to see if we can observe
any effects the comet collision has had on the planet. What we will be looking for
are disturbances in the cloud bands that wrap the planet's surface," Gardner said.
Jupiter is 11 times wider than Earth, 300 times heavier than Earth and pulls
objects with more than twice the gravity of Earth. Being mostly gas, Jupiter is
only one-quarter as dense as Earth.
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